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On Translation Strategies of Yan Fu in Light of Skopostheory

HU Dong-ping, LIU Qie-wen
(College of Foreign Languages, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)
Abstract: Skopostheory holds that translation methods or strategies should be determined by the intended function of the
target text. This paper introduces three seedtimes of Functionalist Translation Theory and their principles. Then it
reinterprets Yan Fu’s translation criteria “faithfulness, expressiveness and gracefulness” from the perspective of
Skopostheory. According to the specific history background of Yan Fu’s translation, the author tries to analyze the
translation strategies in his Evolution and Ethics with Skopostheory which are rebuilding original text selectively,
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narrating in third person, and adopting classical and artistic style.
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