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Syntactic Analysis of the Accusative Plus Infinitive Construction in English

—relating study on non-object case for nominal phrase

YU Li-juan
(College of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: This paper is an attempt to probe into the syntactic analysis of ‘A+I’ Pattern in English within the framework of
Generative Grammar. Firstly, it defines the A+1 construction and lists some superficial syntactic characteristics, followed
by a further analysis with a view to making an alternative account of the essential characteristics of this construction, with
such basic theories and principles as Theta Theory, Case Theory, VP Shell Theory introduced. Furthermore, some previous
studies on the A+l construction in English are summarized. We believe the RtoO Analysis is more convincing than the
ECM Approach. The thesis puts forward an alternative account of the A+l Construction by RtoO analysis. We think Xiao’s
hypothesis of non-object case for nominal phrase has some reasonable points, but she points out some limitations of the
Case Theory in explaining the object case assignment based on some special examples. Though contrast the different
analysis of the A+l construction, we put forward the problem whether the case and syntax are one-to one correspondent
and whether the object case assignment depends on syntax or not.
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A+l (the accusative plus infinitive construction)

— FIEREH SEHOND WA + B + R R 4
[ Rosenbaum(1967)M 45 — v xif A+1 45 fg fi ety F4o Bl
CPRTMRES” LISK, A+IZEHE B R A e (1) Cindy believes Marcia to be a genius.
A% o BRAS, S JLAF B2 O A3~ T ARG B (1) v, Sy believe, #4172k Marcia,

Wi W RRATIZE M S m e g SAANESUR to be a genius. DL EAPET, F
i T R B LA AR O SR g PV TR Al S5

SRR AT G PR R L 25 4000 A B 1 B T AE 2 (2) a. They asked the children to bring some
T OMHTYGE T AL food.
b. Mike supposed Sam to be innocent.
WS HEA: 2009-12-24 | believe Jean to h ed
HBEN: ATIEQ78—), 4, WRTKI I, i, c. | believe Jean to have arrived.

FEBRIT0: A 1E(Qa-c)'f, RHARZ FEAEAE A i,
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Lhr EEMIAUEAE R i, R EA
V5 EAEFEAHIR BRE A5

A+l Z5th i ) 4 R B AR SR,
RIE R g iR MR R sl IRA, Eohial)s
2 A T B R e AN E SR TR Y T e T SRy
T s RN B AL PIRMRRE? X T IX SE )R,
EHMN TR F HRAEE _LAIER AT,
IIHT Al ZER R SESURTIEARAAIE , IR AL ] il
H—E AR

= A+ SR IVR

AHZEILERT AR 2T TRk~ i R i
HTFEER)” (Raising-to-Object structure, fijF#KRtoO)
. “HAME bR IC4E#)” (Exceptional Case Marking
structures, fAFRECM), RtoO iy, AL
RIZG MR, BIRAER RO E, SefTieasiam
KA SATR R B LA J7 T ; ECMA BT T 58 A0 4% =
TR R R U5 Filtough movement % 75 T .

(—) Rto0 ##f

dic LA AR T VR T 5 SCIR R R AL 4 A

“PRTHERE Y 2Rosenbaum(1967), HIF 4L
# (lnPostal (1974) . Runner(1995) 3N R % & s
TR to OZXATi=, MAT K 3= 8hinl J 1 1) 44 1)
TAETRA BRI AR B BEFR AN E 2N a) 1) 3
W (3a), A EEIRA R4y 3 Slin i BT
1 (3b).

(3) a.Mike proved[[Sam the butcher] to be
innocent]].

b.Mike proved[Sam the butcher][--to be
innocent].

NN A+ 5108 “ FIRRZIBRIEE” 12
HAe i, Fahinl s A A B T RNE S iR
PLE, BT FEhia I TR LS, AR 4%
FANTNEL T U5 SR HL A -

1. RZE5IT

(4) a. Mike expected [Greg incorrectly to take out
the trash].

b. She made [Jerry out to be famous].

TE(4a) F(4b)Hh, 7 8hinl 5 4 45 18] Greg Fil

Jerry 5 H 5 894 € 2 2 18] 49 51 o] DL 3d A &l 3F)

incorrectly A1 out, X SEREIREA T #ME 5> A) Z A
B3, B 32 BhiE )5 A9 44 18] Greg Fil Jerry )&
THA, RFIANEE, X XEh] TR E
i, ECM kit & AR
2. Bl R RN
(5) a. | believe very strongly that Jack is clever.
b.*I believe very strongly Jack to be clever.

RlR) AT UG TR VA Z i, E a0 (5a) s ,
LA R4 B ECM JIrif Jack A& J& T A B AME A
aprh, IR HAE A E XAMER F1E, R4 (Bb)Bi
SR EF AR . (HIEGb)RAHR, K4 Jack [
A — S TE IR A, TR A E RME
Fik,

3. iRl R &R

(6) a.The DA accused the defendants; to be
guilty during each other's; trials.

b.*The DA proved [that the defendants were
guilty] during each other's trials.

S HR )V 1 each other WAZFE £ sdek N 32 HAG
TR, IR TE HA B 3 m) E8hia iy 5
B A BRTE AR BN 2 HORATIR AT, (6a)=2
B LASF A B 2Kk defendants J2: accuse HYIEIE .
(6b) Z BT LAAS & i ik & ok that FHIE T the
defendants #7315 &1 (91 # S il each other.

4. AR

AR I8 7 b 307 35 7y 2 SR B8 5 = D0 (1981 ¢
188), QIR RE A T HACAT R Z I H e ok
171l

(7) a. John believes that he; is a genius even more
than Bob;’s mother does.

b.* John believes him; to be a genius even more
than Bob;’s mother does.

(TO)Z T UAGTED:, KA him 22487
B T HEE A E I HGe 75 71 John, i1 T4y
RHES RS =R, BrLL A (Ta)ffaiaik, X
HE—2AEH T RtoO ML ) IR PE

(Z) ECM 4347

ECM J& TR MY A 1971 AF4R Y, i
Ji IR RtoO WA, A Blinl J T Y 44 1) A i 1
IRAE ARG B BOR AL T N & A 8 A ME I 1507
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o HZ, ECM U, 1ERZ45 3235 4416
IR T A E W FIEALE . “BIIME R ICE
(AN PR st Gl S S RER T X S DS RS2
BB TTH A TR . “BISMEbRICA T TR
57 B 3 H BURT tough movement 9 5 THITEIE

1. FIEALE T R

T ABHYT BE (197 1) 4 ) 1 2R 32 3] J Y 44 1) 5
(2 E il iy B TS, N T YK S ) TR E LA
B,

(8) a. Which famous singer does Marcia always
believe [gossip about __].

b. *Which famous singer does Marcia believe
[gossip about ] to have ruined his career?

TrUT RS H (Ba) T A i, 1T (8b) & — A4 iR
F DN T 7 3R BUS e 1 A) 1o XFi, Postal
(L974)P45 H B 1k M 3 3 37 8 42 U] T B3 1 45
SRR IR 2 IR AR ) s P TR (Ta) A
(7Th) RS e R A s X i A LA 7E ) 7 rh e 24 R
EXFE, FrDIARESRIR,

2. Tough movement

tough movement& 7+ i1 3L (1971) Jz %F RtoOF
WA 55— UEFR ™M . — e, 5238 TT LA 5E itough
movement, [ FEHEATT, FrLLT SCH (9b) 45 1RAT .

(9) a. Babby is easy to please.

b. *Bobby is easy to believe [___ saw Big
Foot].

(cf. It is easy to believe Bobby saw Big Foot.)

c.* Bobby is easy to believe ___ to have seen
Big Foot.

(cf. It is easy to believe Bobby to have seen Big
Foot.)

e A+l Z5kbrp 35 5944 R ELE R BE
HYEAT tough movement, fH(9c)fRs, HIHRM) 4 1A
FER E R R, X AN B TR IERY

(=) KUERRBR

XPHEUA ORI gk, R EiE B BRI
7L “BIAMEIRCEE” RISTERIEEE S,
M Z . IR RtoO 437, MJE ECM 43#T, %6
HTAAH ST BT TER R B ITAA A+ 4544 vh = 501a) f5 44 10]
FERY AR R U B, WIRRE S BRI A 1R TR

AT .

=. M| SRR

T L ERSE 0 R BR M, 2380 2R iy 2
WHEZL T DUSTHNE | MHEHE A vP ST e Ak
X A+ S5 v 24 R TR ARG TR

(=) SHTRYIEIRIKIE

(1) FocHie, OIS EEMR 4 RS 8
R, BTSN, M FahRR B8, ok
. Bin. T, B, SR IOTR AN
MG (theme), Horf, ARG SIER LD T 00
BRI, FARRT SRR A S
B, RS ——ff R BUOTHEIEHE Bl iR 2 Bl A)
TR, PR TR BT A B — R o))
T, EIERA N LI SRR AT . A BhinE
T8 SCRIE R AR BE Hh A, REETTA o AR P it =
MR Z ZEHIRD . Williams4i: H 0 A)EE ERAE )
BT/ “INFETT” (internal theme) (35 Zhinl i
KRAMF “HMITREIG” (external theme)(#§ F18) M
PN S

(2) MR AEIRPTA T T8 A e i —Fh
WIEFRIE, A48 MNTER Z 7. 451K
(structural case)dis 1B MIAMENL B 44 18 (4524 , 9
TSR F 2R FAR RS, B T2
BER QR4 WA S5 1 O PR o 4% BRI RO A
Culicover(1997) Kt Z5 M Y 4X T 25 AFRA LT .
WIS AEREB, HASBARE:, NIARERZLEHY
#FBI, B v SR R A 25 M E B ks, B
BORHAME L ERIE N, FrE “NTER”
(inherent case) &:F5H A £ H 45 FTEEAE /T IREUT
O TR, Bl R AIE 2R 4 A ME T
Y PN TEA 2 8 4% (genitive case) ., Chomsky(1986) 42 i :
WERAZE—NWTEAEEZ T 5T, R4 HATEAZNP
SMRBUTAERRTIR T, AL BEANPERE 4%
S (case filter)2AE PRSI L, B—4n L%
i) e B e e 0] 7| O 1= W N el <6
F— RIS B — MR A, B 0NA)F
MG TEHRENS )P, TR 410
T ZH AR ARG I DG FR BTN —— XN G R, ik
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U HEER G — A RRE, — & iRE
HEBRE— M5

(3) VPFEHIS , VPIEHHE & E Larson e B Y Ik
fif AR AP o — A SRS AR 5 —
AR g T, iSRS XA A SR U i
P& XT S = WOE R A T G BERAE (ZI0E R
SERA R ZEE | IS5 %) . FEVPeEe T, vP
st LR shings i iR R R ghin v o #2shin
SRR NG MR A . KRB SAERE A
EEIE, 18 e T s LhaiE X, (HEAR
AIEFE, BEMIL T ZahiE LS 2 A IF, EAEVP
seHe R —MREZE M,

(D) A+l R ZIRRIEREN T

TESCHREE R R HERT B, BH I “ TR R =R
FTEER” L “BISMERICEH” EA BRI A
WX A, T 3CH RtoO 1538 7 30 —4
S, ERVITEE A+ S5 T Sl 5 T ) 44 R R Y
A U B ORI (B] 1), F8 i SR TSR
Bhin) 5 A R I AME R T, AT E R
SR ENIA R AN TRALE, VR Shid RS E T
PAFEICA M, JHETHE AgroP BYFR/RiE AL E I,
A TR

(10) They supposed [the children; to t; be guilty].

/\
| D AgrS’ |
| They AgrS | |L|
A PN
[ 1 VP |
/\
t N
« | v AgropP |
|supposedj © | | NP Agro’ |
the children;
A
[ Agro VP |
IV ago] |V P
{j t; PN
A NP I’
t A
N | VP

& 1 They supposed the children to be guilty )J: 0 Hr I

#414) the children B 5582 spec-IP [ &, {H
PR to WA FARARE TS, At H MG ARIZAY,
AGAHETHE] spec-AgrOP i # . F3lid supposed
BN VP Ih.OiEN E, AR E] AgrOP 1Y
Ui, 4 Rl =g 2% A . R4 vP 5%
IS, EENANA— vP ge, Hrhayishin |
F iR B A E

(Z) A+l FRgh AR T ERRIT RS

TEREM BB WES T, 11 (2008)fit e 1
A+ 23 TR S T 2 AN E SR 70 R 1 TR AR AR
TEAR GO . H I AFERIECMBRtoOH X 3231 5
A VA RLTEAR RO AR RO AR RS, AR 24 Tl B JE e A M b
REDEITIX — [l o 75X —SeRp g i I 5T i BE il
L, AR B T A RO BE S S L O RE . AN
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(11) (a) A: Who is knocking at the door?

B: It’s me/ * 1.

(b) A: Who can answer the following question?

B:Me/*I/I can. (H W, 2008)

H I35 T (11a) F(11b)H me AYZEHS AYHE TR LA
FORUEIRE, Fl(11a)H ) be ANREIERE L Er3h
1A, TiiE—4>Z i (copular), be FhialfF ) NP A2
=i, SahiEERM NP BAARREE, FIHEA
fiEZy me TRHE . (11b)d me 27 i) Al —1 i)
FA BN oo b HAS BIETOIE R 28 ) 5
HEAR TR IRFIRTR, DA Ry ik 6] - rh A AT AT 1Y
AR Ly, WA SZATAT SRS A AR, 1 IRIA
RS BIETE R T EAR MR AP RIRR, PRI A
BN REANAE R RIEATAMAYIX 53, XA EE
FEAREHENL, FEMTE A TR T EMR R : =
# Hog A i RE e 2 e 57284k, ST
Ky TEMEIE NP IIERIIEAS, J2EhliA: U ; NP 7E
PEAR)FZ RPN “EA%” RIESERE, BT
Tohrict, ab T ERMET R

A0 ) 0 7 HE B 1 S0 PN RT DL S R 451 4
¥ /INVAIATRAS FRIIR RIS, SR T HAR A Y
— T, (E B 3N S B 1 SR BRAE LA BB T H K
SEOIT SRR R TE R AR B HE LI A 2D
Wik,

XT LG H O FN B IBIESY B0 X A+
S5 A4 TR RS SRR RS 2 R T A, JF
HXS TR p A% B SR 1 B, AT A+
S5 R v B S B AJIBCRY i R B TR B A B
EryEEeEIE, 5 BN E

25 FRriR, 1 RtoO FITCEMRULIR /1T A+
BEAE, SIH TR AR SCR IR, WA T
FEA—E R, (HR A A T, . %
ARG EA —— XA R, A&IRBUZR K
T AL

R

@ Tough movement £ EX &8 k% d, I T7 4T
#%h, 4l4e: (a) This problem is tough to solve. (b) John
is easy to please. f£3iX # /4] F problem £ solve #93%
%, 7 John & please #9235, mXFAA 8] FHTLE
A& (c) It is tough to solve this problem. (d) It is easy to
please John.[E pbi&dk £ A FE RN, 1569 ZEART
VA% i A (a-b) 2 (c-d) a9 #53), L3k A tough movement.
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