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Value of rural drama in the change of public cultural life in rural areas: Through
the case of Pingnan Niuge Drama in Guangxi
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Abstract: As a traditional culture entertainment, the performance of rural drama is important to the establishment of the
village’s public cultural spheres. When the state’s strength gradually drop out from the village, the characteristics of
village’s cultural life is from public, universal and orgiastic to private, individual and routine. Niuge Drama has relied on
folk customs and non-governmental forces to match this trend, and activate the dwindling public cultural spheres. It has
also permeated the domain of peasants’ private life and construct a new social function. Finally, rural dramas has realized
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its own prosperity, and become the key supporting force to cultural development in rural areas.

Key words: rural drama; Niuge Drama; public cultural life; private life; Pingnan in Guangxi
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