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Origin of the liberal tradition of European medieval universities and its enlightenment

YANG Hui-lan
(College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)

Abstract: One of the important reasons that medieval universities can survive until today and become more and more
prosperous lies in its unique liberal tradition. The liberty of medieval universities is deeply rooted in cutural spirit of free
throught, and universities achieve the institution of university liberty by establishing the institution of university autonomy
and obtaining privileges from authorities. It has been proved by the history of universities that since medieval period
university liberty is not only negative rights which are not affected by others but positive rights that teachers and students
in university are making great efforts to pursuit. Universities become the most prosperous when university liberty is fully
realized and protected. It will become so easy that universities will receive the support and tolerance from society when
they are run by liberty.
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