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Experience and enlightenment of sino-US cooperation of modern agricultural science
and technology: Based on the crop plant improvement project conducted
by the University of Nanking and Cornell University (1925—1931)
ZHANG Rui-sheng, WANG Si-ming

(The Institution for Chinese Agricultural Civilization, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: After the world-famous crop breeder, Professor H H Love of Cornell University was invited by Professor

J H Reisner, the dean of Agriculture and Forestry Department in University of Nanking, to be the special-invited

professor in 1925. University of Nanking, Cornell University and International Education Board established a five-year

joint crop plant improvement project, which was also called Cornell-Nanking Story. This project had not only cultivated

high-yield crop varieties, such as wheat, soybean, rice, cotton, barley, etc, but also trained a group of professional crop

breeders who could continue their work after they finished the project. As the first well-organized and systematic

external exchange and cooperation conducted by Chinese official institution, the crop plant improvement project had

achieved a great success in forming initial Chinese agricultural extension system of education, research and extension.

On one hand, for American scholars, they accumulated their experience and technology; on the other hand, this project
played a vital role in promoting grain production in China. Through Sino-US cooperation, this project gained high
attention from Nationalist Government and stimulated government investment in the field of crop breeding greatly. This

project can be regarded as the model of Sino-foreign technical cooperation. And it has strong reference meaning for

modern international technological cooperation and scientific management & policies.

Key words: joint crop plant improvement project; agricultural science and technology; University of Nanking; Cornell

University; sino-US cooperation
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