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Rural credit and its embeddedness in market, interpersonal relation and culture:
A case study of Luyuan store in ZX town, Anhui province
GENG Yan-hu
(Sociology Department, Hohai University, Nanjing 210098, China)

Abstract: Rural credit is a common phenomenon in rural society. Referring the theory of embeddedness, using the
method of “total social fact”, this paper analyzes deeply the rural credit at Luyuan store, ZX town, Anhui province. The
analyses results show that credit is closely embedded in the rural market, relationship network and credit culture. The
transition from seller's market to the buyer's market made credit change from “controlling type” to “conspiracy type”;
Interpersonal trust, diversity-orderly structure and trust and credit reproduction are the realistic logic of credit operation;
The credit culture of "de-sense of shame", credit “goodness” and symbol capital are the cultural background of the credit.
Since credit in rural areas has a solid foundation of legality and rationality, it is necessary to soften its character of
"problem".
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