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China rural construction path and historical logic in the past century
Based on the "'state and society'" perspective
GUO Hai-xia, WANG Jing-xin
(Research Center for Countryside, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract: Based on the “state and society” perspective, hundred years course of China rural construction can be divided
into five historical stages. In the late Qing Dynasty and early period of Republic of China, the central government power
declined, rural autonomy became the main path. But warlords and social unrest made the traditional social integration
order which was centered by the local elite destroyed. During 1920s-1930s, the state and society were weak, Yan Yangchu,
Liang Shuming, Huang Yanpei and other intellectuals led a great rural construction movement. The rural revival
movement led by Nanjing National Government and the rural construction movement in the revolutionary base led by
Chinese Communist Party were integrated into their respective regime construction. After the founding of new China, the
government aggressively carried out the socialist transformation of the countryside. The triangular relationship between
the state, gentry and farmers had been replaced by the bilateral relationship between the state and farmers. Resources had
been inputted in city, rural construction basically stagnated. From 1978 to the mid 1990's, the government implemented
household contract responsibility system, rural society won freer rein. To solve the “three rural” dilemma, the central
government put forward the “new socialist countryside” strategy in 2005. The government has become the leading force

N of rural construction, and rural construction had obtained a
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large number of government resources. To further the rural

the role and function of government, cultivate the “full
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development of rural society” so as to balance the expansion of government. Secondly, we should integrate rural

construction with cultural construction, and carry out a comprehensive project including institutional reform, integration

of human and material resources, technological innovation, environmental protection and many other aspects.
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