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Historical evolvement of modern western civil society organizations:
Based on the mirror perspective of the practical characteristics in 4 different stages
QI Jiu-heng
(Guangdong University of Finance and Economics, Guangzhou 510320, China)

Abstract: In modern times, the development of the western civil society organizations have successively gone through
four evolution stages, and in different historical stages reflect different practical characteristics. During the period from
early 17" century to late 18™ century, the civil society organizations was in embryonic stage and it showed the
characteristic of charity and secularism of donation behavior; From 19" century to early 20" century, it was in boom
stage when it was diverse and specialized; From 1920s to 1960s, it developed into frustration stage when it met with the
crisis and edge of survival circumstances; From 1970s till present, it has developed into spreading stage, under the drive
of Neoliberalism, it is developing properly and plays an important role in the economic development and public policy.
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