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The Difficult Situation of Running American Community Colleges and the Coping Strategies
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Abstract: With the recession of the American economy at the beginning of the 21st century, the community colleges are
facing the difficult situation that the transferring rate is dramatically decreasing, the quality of education and service are
slipping and the students’ needs are difficult to meet. The main causes are the reducing of the local financial provision,
increased access but difficulty in raising money, together with the impact of for-profit institutions and “corporate
schooling”. On account of the difficulty in running Community Colleges, the US have actively adopted some coping
strategies as follows. The investment mechanism has been built by multiple subjects of the federal, local government as
well as social forces; A “multidimensional highway” relying on education foundation and social organizations has been
constructed to improve the transferring and graduating rate; The ability of inner governance and education and service

has been promoted with the aim of leading the students to their sustainable development.
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