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Efficient rural public goods supply—respect social capital:
A case study of building public road in L Village of Sichuan Province
GAO Ming-zi**, HAN Wei%, CHEN Dong-ping®®

(1.a College of Economics and Management; b College of Finance, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095,
China; 2. Rural Development Institute, Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences, Chengdu 610041, China)

Abstract: Using social capital theory, this paper makes an empirical research on a case of building public road in rural
Sichuan. The authors find that correspondence with rights and obligations, clear households’ responsibility, avoiding
artificial factors, abiding community social norms are the key factors to make social capital works. Third party as a
grantee, coordinator and training director plays an important role of using social capital effectively. Third party provides
opportunity and platform for social capital to play a role, carefully cares community growth, and provides timely and
effective training guidance which guarantee project implements smoothly. From this case study, the authors propose that
one needs to select appropriate third party, empower community, and abide community social norms to change the
inefficiency top-down approach.
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