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Competitions of favor and face and the constructions of class relationship
in the endogenous industrial villages: A case study of D village
in the northern Zhejiang province
DU Jiao
(College of Public Administration, Huangzhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Based on a case study of endogenous industrial D village in northern Zhejiang province, this article shows the
forming logic of rural class relationship from the practice process of ritual favors. The village stratum makes a difference
by two values of the ritual favor with face competitions and the construction and maintenance of social relations, and
shapes the form of the class relationship. The rules of the ritual favor which are dominated by the rich class have caused
double exclusion to the bottom class: the pursuit of the village social value and social relationship. And finally, it shapes
an exclusion relationship between the rich class and the bottom class. The special position of the middle class determines
that they have the need to ensure their class status and they can participate in the face competition led by the rich class.
This means that the relationship between the middle class and the rich class is competitive and dependent.
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