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Functions of public governance, realistic predicament and measures of solution
of public sphere of network: Based on democracy, anti-corruption and autonomy
LIANG Hongfei
(Law School, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: In recent years, with the development of internet technology, it seems that the public sphere of network has a
good prototype. It has been gaining the masses’ favor by its convenience and celerity. However, people’s functional
expectations about the public sphere of network do not accord with the degree of its maturity. These expectations mainly
focus on the three dimensions which are deliberative democracy, anti-corruption and social autonomy. Obviously, it’s
impossible to corroborate people’s vision through an immature virtual system. For the lack of public rationality, their
appeal of deliberative democracy is difficult to form a real aggregation of interest; for the lack of legal safeguard, their
appeal of anti-corruption cannot set up institutional channel; for the lack of independent and rational social organization,
social autonomy is impossible to guarantee the basic order. We ought to return to reality to reconstruct tradition of
humanity, form the culture of rule of law, and promote the interactive relationship between the Internet media and
traditional media. Only by this way, can the social power constraint governmental power to bring about activity space for
the public, and can we fulfill functional expectations of public sphere of network gradually.
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