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Study of phenomenon of combing according to family name
and its social structure in North China village:

Based on the investigation of Baishi village in Shijiangzhuang area
JIANG Zhiyuan
(School of Sociology and Anthropology, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Based on the investigation on village society in North China, this paper found the phenomenon of combing
according to family name aiming at mutual assistance in wedding and funeral was very popular. The relationship combing
according to family name has its features of multisource selectivity, functional guidance, reciprocity and mutual benefit as
well as intergenerational transmission. The history process of people composing of different family names immigrated to
the village, group consciousness on cultural perspectives as well as endogenous forces from village are the social
foundation of this combining phenomenon. From this social combining phenomenon, we can see the features of order
sequence, cultural embedded structure and mixture of social structure in North China. The social phenomenon of
combing according to family name reflects the instability and alienation of social relation in the process of village social
change.

Keywords: rural area in North China; relationship of combining with same family name; forming reasons; social
structure
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