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Mechanisms and effects of housing on farmers' happiness:
Empirical analysis based on economy, living and symbolic value dimensions
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Abstract: Based on the survey data of 3 627 farmers in 267 villages, this paper analyzes the impact of housing conditions
on farmers’ happiness. The research results show that housing mainly affects the farmers’ happiness through economic
and symbolic value mechanisms. The economic value mechanism shows that the greater the number of houses with
property rights, the higher the sense of the farmers’ happiness, and the increase in the number of property-owned houses
for each unit will increase the farmers’ happiness by 0.09 unit. The symbolic value mechanism shows that the happiness
of a town-house-owner is 0.083 unit higher than that of a town-house-less farmer, but it needs to play a role together with
the desire to live in cities and towns. However, the impact of living value on the farmers’ happiness has not been

confirmed.
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