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Influence of Parents’ Educational Expectancy on Rural Children's Cognitive Ability:

an Empirical Study Based on the CFPS Panel Data
ZHOU Mi, SUN Xiaotong, KANG Zhuang, HUANG Li"

(College of Economics and Management, Shenyang Agriculture University, Shenyang 110866, China)

Abstract: Based on the panel data of China Family Panel Studies (CFPS) in 2014 and 2016,an empirical study was
conducted to analyze the impact of parents’ education expectancy on rural children’s cognitive ability. The findings show
that parents’ educational expectancy has a significant positive impact on the rural children’s cognitive ability, with the
children’s cognitive ability whose parents have high expectancy 1.95 higher than that of those whose parents hold low
expectancy, and the corresponding paths are parents’ educational input and children’s learning time. For every 1 unit of
increase in parents’ educational expectancy, the children’s total learning time increases 0.7 hours, and the parents’
educational investment in their children increases 149.73 yuan. For every 1 unit increase in parents' investment in
children's education, children's cognitive ability enhances correspondingly by 0.000 11; for every 1 hour increase in the
children’s total learning time, their cognitive ability increases by 0.23 units.
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