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Improvement effect and differences of migration on the cognitive ability
of migrant workers’ Children
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Abstract: Based on the New Human Capital Theory, this paper constructs the analysis framework of “Migration-
Environmental Quality-Cognitive Ability of Migrant Workers’ Children”, adopts the survey data of China Education Panel
Survey(CEPS) in the 2013- 2014 and 2014 - 2015 academic years, empirically analyzes the effect of migration on the cognitive
ability of migrant workers’ children with educational value-added model. The results show that migration significantly
enhances the cognitive ability of the children living with migrant workers, with the conclusion supported by the endogenity
and robustness test and the remarkable effect on the cognitive improvement of the children of migrant workers with low
education level. Further use of conditional quantile regression for heterogeneity analysis finds that with the continuous
improvement of migrant workers’ children’s cognitive ability on their own, the improvement effect of migration on the
cognitive ability of migrant workers’ children is more obvious;however, such promotion effect on the children of migrant

workers with high quantile is limited.
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