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The impact and mechanism of the reform of collective forestland tenure
on rural households’ off-farm employment

WEI Jian!, LIU Can*', ZHANG Dahong!

(1. College of Economics and Management, Beijing Forestry University, Beijing 100083, China; 2. China National
Forestry and Grassland Development Research Center, Beijing 100714, China)

Abstract: Based on the survey data of 18 counties in 9 provinces, the impact and the mechanism of the reform of collective
forestland tenure on rural households’ off-farm employment have been analyzed empirically by adopting difference in
difference model. The study found that the reform of collective forestland tenure has a significant positive effect on rural
households’ off-farm employment, off-farm work and off-farm entrepreneurship, and the reliability of the empirical results
have been verified through robustness test, parallel trend test and placebo test. The analysis of its mechanism shows that
forest land transfer and credit availability have a mediating effect on the impact of the forest rights reform on rural
households’ off-farm employment. From the perspective of the types of off-farm employment, the mediating effect is only
significant in the process of off-farm entrepreneurship, but not in the off-farm work. Besides, livelihood strategy shows
positive moderating effects on the impact of the forest rights reform on the process of rural households’ off-farm

employment, off-farm work and off-farm entrepreneurship.

Keywords: the reform of collective forestland tenure; off-farm employment; forestland outflow; credit availability;
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