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How can social networks enhance migrant workers’ long-term settlement willingness 

ZHANG Liangang, SHI Xiaoke*, PENG Zhiyuan 

(College of Economics & Management, Southwest Forestry University, Kunming 650224, China) 

Abstract: Based on the data of China Migrants Dynamic Survey (CMDS) in 2017, the paper examines the impact of 

social networks on migrant workers' urban settlement intention and its internal mechanism from the two aspects: the 

relationship network of new generation farmers and social activity participation. The research shows that the new 

relationship network of new generation farmers and social activity participation have a significantly positive impact on 

migrant workers' urban settlement willingness. As the link between migrant workers and local residents in the 

immigration area, social network can indirectly enhance migrant workers' urban settlement intention through wage 

income and identity. The heterogeneity test finds that the influence of new generation farmers’ relationship network and 

social activity participation on migrant workers' urban settlement willingness is manifested in the differences in the 

experience of mobility, education and gender, namely, these individual characteristics have an interactive effect between 

social networks. It is advisable to establish a good community management system, standardize the minimum wage of 

employees in the employing units, promote the supply of different types of public services and play a leading role among 

different groups to enhance migrant workers' urban settlement willingness.  

Keywords: social network; migrant workers; urban settlement willingness; wage income; identity 

 

一、问题的提出 
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二、理论分析与研究假设 
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（二）社会网络对农民工城市定居意愿的间

接影响 
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三、数据来源、变量选择与模型设定 

（一）数据来源 
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表 1   变量定义及描述性统计结果 

     

  =1 =0 0.345 .0.475 

  =0 =1 =2

=3 

1.517 .1.149 

  0.779 .1.043 

   0.168 .0.535 

 =1 =2 =3 =4 2.968 0.758 

 =1 =2 =3

=4 

3.335 0.630 

 =1 =2 =3

=4 

3.281 0.615 

 =1 =2 =3 =4 1.902 0.728 

   0.380 0.222 

 =2 =0 =1 1.032 0.404 

  =1 =0 0.597 0.49 

  36.239 9.236 

  .1398.533 .695.093 

 =0 =6 =9 =12 =16 =19 9.921 .3.042 

 =1 =0 0.091 .0.287 

 =1 =0 0.832 .0.374 

 =1 =2 =3 =4 3.826 .0.415 

  6.351 .6.006 

 =1 =0 0.473 .0.499 

 =1 =0 0.239 .0.426 

 =1 =0 0.592 .0.491 

 =1 =0 0.731 .0.444 

 

（三）模型设定 

OLS

Probit
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四、实证研究及其结果分析 

（一）基准模型回归结果分析 
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表 2  社会网络与农民工城市定居意愿：基准回归 

 
 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

 

0.011*** 0.008*** .0.016*** 0.019*** 

(0.002) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002) 
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 (0.000) (0.000) (0.000) 

 
 .0.061*** -0.053*** -0.046*** 
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（二）稳健性检验 
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表 3 社会网络与农民工城市定居意愿：稳健性检验 

 

 

 
Logit  

 

 

(1) (2) (3) 

 
0.019*** 0.019*** 0.029*** 

(0.002) (0.002) (0.002) 

 
0.017*** 0.018*** 0.023*** 

(0.002) (0.002) (0.002) 

 YES YES YES 

    

N 58787 58787 58901 

Pseudo R2  0.108 0.173 

Wald  8220.954*** 8200.323*** 13345.733*** 

 

（三）内生性问题 

Probit

IV-probit
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表 4  社会网络与农民工城市定居意愿：内生性检验 

 

  

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

    

 
0.101***    

(0.022)    

 
  0.213***  

  (0.011)  

 
 1.074***   
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    0.176*** 
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五、机制检验与异质性分析 

（一）机制检验 
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表 5 社会网络与农民工城市定居意愿：中介效应分析 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

( )  ( )  

 
0.029*** 0.043*** 0.029*** 0.089*** 
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(0.002) (3.568) (0.002) (17.907) 
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5 1 3
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5 2
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1 3
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2 4
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（二）异质性分析 

6  

表 6  社会网络与农民工城市定居意愿：异质性分析 
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六、研究结论与政策启示 
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