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Theory and paths of integrating the right to technical assistance
into the constitutional right to material assistance

YIN Xiaomian
(Law School, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The extensive use of digital technology has shaped a new life style, which makes vulnerable groups lacking
digital skills face living obstacles, and traditional material help is not enough to maintain life needs. From the legal
perspective, it is necessary to expand the help content of vulnerable groups from material assistance to technical
assistance, and give citizens the right to request the state to provide technical assistance. The right to technical assistance
takes the elderly, the sick and the disabled as the typical subjects, the maintenance of citizens’ life needs as the content of
the right of request, the protection of human dignity as the purpose of protection, and the coincidence with the basic
elements of the right to material assistance provides an opportunity for the right to technical assistance to be integrated
into the right to material assistance. As an emerging right, the right to technical assistance can be accommodated the right
to material assistance by constitutional norms through textual interpretation, original meaning interpretation and structural
interpretation and can be the presumed derivative right of the right to material assistance.

Keywords: right to technical assistance; right to material assistance; digital vulnerable groups; digital divide;
constitutional interpretation
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