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From “doing by learning” to “learning by doing”: The social learning path
of the rural industry development
ZOU Baoling®?, CHEN Yudan?

(a. School of Economics and Management, b. Rural Economy and Management Research Center,
Southwest University, Chongging 400715, China)

Abstract: The development of rural industry is the important foundation of rural revitalization. Taken the agricultural
development of five administrative villages in Chongging city and Sichuan province as the research object and based on
social learning theory and the multi-case analysis method, the main practice path of rural agricultural industry
development in the imitation stage (doing by learning) and innovation stage (learning by doing) has been analyzed. The
research shows that given the similarity of natural environment and resource endowment, the development of rural
industry, mainly based on traditional agriculture, gradually promotes the scale, systematization and intensification of
planting and breeding industry to achieve early imitation. Improving the conditions of rural basic facilities, renovating the
environment (land) and revitalizing the rural collective assets are the main measures in the imitation stage of the rural
agricultural industry. Infusing social capital and promoting the integration of three industries are the requisites for the
innovative development of rural industries. Introducing new production factors, building an organization model and
industrial development model with regional characteristics, and expanding the agricultural value chain are important
measures for the innovative development of rural industries.

Keywords: social learning; demonstration; rural industry development; imitation; innovation
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