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Study on Pronunciation Rules of Chinese Characters Beginning
with Initial Consonants “n” and “r” in Japanese
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Abstract: The Japanese phonetic system was greatly influenced by Chinese characters after they were introduced to
Japan. According to the different time period during which they were introduced, they can be classified into three types
of pronunciation, namely :Wu sound(Goon), Han sound(Kanon) and Tang sound(tousou).Previous researches indicate
that Chinese characters and Chinese characters in Japanese (kanji) are not only very similar in form but also closely
related in pronunciation.This article compares the pronunciation of Chinese characters beginning with initial
consonants “n” and “r” with the pronunciation of the corresponding characters in Japanese (kanji), so as to study the
changes and rules happened to these Chinese characters beginning with initial consonants “n” and “r” during the
formation of Japanese language.
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