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Democracy ¢ Freedom « Rule of law

—The Modern Inner Core of Thomas Aquinas’ political Thoughts

ZHANG Zhi-zhong

(Political Science and Law School, Central South University of Forestry and Technology, Changsha 410004, China)

Abstract: Thomas Aquinas is the greatest academic philosopher and the theologist in Middle Ages of Europe, and he is
the greatest man in generalization of political theory of theology. He set out from defending the feudal order and the
authority of the church, and he constructed a theological system including all sides through compromising standpoints of
each school. His theological system included his political thought. Observing and studying Aquinas’ political thought
overall, one will find that democracy, freedom and rule of law are the important contents of his political thought, and are
the modern inner core of Aquinas’ political thoughts. Specifically speaking, Aquinas pointed out that people have the right
to resist tyranny, and that law and power come from people, and that people should participate in politics; and proposed
the freedom of thought, the freedom of faith and the freedom of spirit; And expressed one country has a need for the
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implementation of the rule of law.
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