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A Contrastive Study on “ko-" and “zhe-"

Based on Personal Reference and the Expression of Time

HU Jun, ZOU Ju-yun
(College of Foreign Languages, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: Both Japanese and Chinese contain a neuter demonstrative ——*“konohito” and “zhe”, which stand for person.
The usages of “kore” and “zhege” are limited. For instance, they cannot refer to boss and elder directly when they are used
for person, but may be used to claim the relatives and intimate friends. The usage of “zhege” is broader than that of “kore”.
“Zhege” can be used in the informal situation, even for boss and elder, but “kore” could not. “Konokata” and “kochira”
""" Ko-/zhe-’+temporal morpheme” denotes the near past or the
immediate future. Compared with Japanese, Chinese doesn’t have the phrase pattern of “zheli +temporal morpheme” for

the expression of time.
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