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On the Translation of “Moon” Metaphors
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Abstract: Metaphor, as a rhetorical device, is endowed with abundantly cultural connotations of a nation, but as a way
of thinking it gives a reflection of the universal features of the human society. After an analysis of the semantic
associations of moon metaphors and their cultural connotations both in Chinese and English, and a comparative study of
the translation strategies of “Moon” metaphors in literary works, it can be concluded that for metaphor translation as a
universal cultural code the translator should hold a national position and aim to give a plentiful expression of the cultural
information of the original version, and he should also hold a universal cultural position to explore the basis for
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translatability between different cultures.
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1. The young moon lies on her back tonight as if her
habit in the tropics, andas, |Ithink, is suitable if not
seemly for a virgin. Not a star but might shoot down and

accept the invitation to be her lover.... (V. Sackville-West:

No Signposts in the Sea)

2. But, Cynthia! Should to thee the palm be given,

Queen both for beauty and for majesty.

(William Wordsworth :Untitled)
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For men the grief of parting, joy of reunion,/ Just as
the moon wanes and waxes, is bright or dim; /Always
some flaw---- and so it has been since of old. /My one
wish for you, is long life./ And a share in this loveliness
far, far away!

VEUEC

Men have sorrow and joy; they part or meet again;
/The moon is bright or dim and she may wax or wane. /
There has been nothing perfect since the olden days. / So
let us wish that man. Will live long as he can!/Though
miles apart, we’ll share the beauty she displays.
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