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On the Formal Nouns “No’and “Koto”in Complex Sentence

PAN Hong-ya
(Foreign Languages College, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)

Abstract: Based on questionnaire investigation, the article probes into the pragmatic differences and similarities between
the formal nouns “no”and “koto”in the Japanese complex sentence and the possibility of mutual replacement of the two
nouns. The investigation results show that the possibility of the mutual replacement between “no”and “koto”is related to
the case place. The mutual replacement of “no”and “koto”in “ga”case is more possible than in other cases. The places
of*kara”case, “made”case and “yori”’case are restricted and influenced by syntax, and the dedicated “no”sentence is
almost in no existence, but the dual-use“no”and“koto”sentence exists. The article also argues that the predication is
various in the principal clause of the dual-use*no”and“koto” sentence and nouns, adjectives, adjective verbs and verbs can

be frequently found to work as predications. “koto”in the dedicated “no”sentence is more likely to emphasize the fact, the
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matter and the condition than that in the dual-use“no”’and‘’koto”sentence .
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