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Correlation between Lexical Chunk Competence and Writing Performance

XIE Ai-hong
(School of Foreign languages, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Abstract: Based on Lewis’s chunk classification, a quantitative analysis of chunk use in non-English majors’ writings is
made between high-score and low-score groups to find out the differences in chunk use between the two groups and to
probe into the relationship between chunk competence and writing performance. Results show that 1) there is a wide
discrepancy between the two groups in chunk size, chunk repetition, and chunk misuse, which indicates that the
high-score group has a much higher level of chunk competence than the low-score group; 2) there is a positive correlation
between writing performance and the number of lexical chunks, and the order of correlation degree is that: collocation >
semi-fixed expressions > polywords > fixed expressions.
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