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On Hu Shi’s Translation Ideas from the Perspective of Power Discourse Theory
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Abstract: This paper analyzes Hu Shi’s translation ideas from Michel Foucault’s power discourse theory. As for the
choice of source texts, Hu Shi advocates translating the west masterpieces; as for the choice of target language, he insists
on the use of vernacular Chinese; as for the choice of translation methods, he emphasizes the adoption of literal translation.
Hu Shi’s translation ideas are the manipulation results of power discourse. They are not only influenced by the power
discourse factors such as national literature revolution, forceful west culture and so on, but also closely related to his
pursuit of personal poetics.
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