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“Fishing” no “Fish”: interpretation of symbols to “two fishermen”

XU Xin-hong
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: From“The Last Fisherman ”to the Steel-hulled Boats ”, the former rooted in the“Root-Seeking Literature ”cultural
context, the latter rooted in China urbanization historical situations, 20 years of space-time change, the end from “fishing” has

“fish” to “fishing” no “fish” , “two fishermen” — “Chai Fu-kui” and “Yang Da-tou” has become a comparable figure
symbols of intertextuality. In deep sense, the figure symbols are referred to representation of the characters, on one hand, they
are sentimentally attached to agricultural civilization, on the other hand, they are also skeptical about the values of industrial
civilization, many issues such as clash of civilization between urban and rural cultural in China urbanization process,
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ecological worries, narrator’s ownership of cultural mentality has been expressed on the map of literary imagination.

Key words: figure symbols; agricultural civilization; industrial civilization; ecological worries; urbanization
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