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Schema and its activation in English news listening

SONG Chang
(College of Foreign Languages, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)

Abstract: English news listening comprehension, is a very complicated and interactive process of language and mind, as
well as the exchange between schema and language input. This paper, based on the research of the realization of news
listening comprehension, taking schema as its theory, points out the restrictions of schema, that is absorbing new
information, forecasting, and editing and integration of the information and discusses in detail how to activate the schema
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of structure, vocabulary and background information.
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f511: Police in India say some 300 people have
been Killed in a stampede at a Hindu festival in the
western state of Maharashtra. Officials say many of
the victims were trampled to death while others
appeared to have been burnt in a fire thought to have
triggered the stampede. Reports say 300,000 people
were attending the festival.
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f5112: Burma’s military government says it plans
to free more inmates as part of a mass prison release
program. Officials Saturday said more than 5,000
people will be let out of jail during this new round of
releases. That would mean at least 14,000 people,
most of them described as common criminals, will
have been released so far.
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#13: A court in Milan Italy has acquitted Prime
Minster Silvio Berlusconi of corruption charges. The
ruling found Mr. Berlusconi not guilty of one court of
corruption and found the statute of limitations had run
out on a second court. Mr. Berlusconi was the first
sitting Italian prime minister to risk being convicted
on criminal charges. A statement from his office

welcomed the verdict and reiterated his long-standing
denial of guilt.
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