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A historical study of the distribution system during the early phase
of the People’s Commune Movement

DENG Zhi-wang
(Social Sciences Department,China Jiliang University, Hangzhou 310018, China)
Abstract: The Great Leap Forward Movement in 1958 brought about the people's communes throughout the country. No
sooner had the people’s communes characterized with a large scale and all-communion combined come into being than the
distribution system integrated with the wage system and the supply system was widely put into practice. But this
distribution system soon was found to be adjusted because of the difficulties it met, and came to an end during the tortuous
persistence. This distribution system was a result of harsh transition towards communism and was also a result of over
optimistic about the economic situation. The implementation of it was not only unavailable for the development of the
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productive force, but also brought about severe consequences for the agriculture.

Key words: the people’s commune; the distribution system; the supply system
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