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Abstract: There are four main English Translated Edition about the Japanese classical literature work the Tale of Geniji.
The different translated edition are demonstrating contradicted Monogatari world. This thesis discusses from the angle of
view translation characteristic, using text close reading, the contrast researching, introduce scholars’ criticism opinion and
so on methods, to study four translated editions wrote by Suematsu Kenchou, Waley, Seidensticker and Tyler. Through

discussing the characteristic of four English translation editions, giving following Chinese translator inspiration on
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translation methodology of the Tale of Genji.
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“The sound of the wind is dull and drear

Across Miyagi®’s dewy lea,

And makes me mourn for the motherless deer

That sleeps beneath the Hagi tree.”

[Seidensticker] At the sound of the wind,
bringing dews to Miyagi Plain,

I think of the tender hagi upon the moor.
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“In short, what I have been able to give bears the
same relation to the original as the photograph of an

oil-painting bears to the painting. One whole element,

and this a vital one, is lost. But a clear photograph,
which though it omits much, at least adds nothing
foreign, is generally preferable to a hand-copy...... I
give the reader black-and-whites. He must colour
them by the exercisr of his owm imagination. But I
have carried the metaphor too far. For a photograph
can never be a work of art. And if I have failed to
make these rranslations in some sense works of art-if
they are merely philology, not literature-then I have
indeed fallen short of what I had hoped or intended.””
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Seidensticker 1¥7<: The autumn night is too
contain my tears,

/Though songs of bell cricket weary, fall into
silence
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Underneath this tree, where the molting cicada
shed her empty shell,

my longing still goes to her, for all I knew her to
be.

Seidensticker 7K :
Beneath a tree, a locust’s empty shell.
Sadly I muse upon the shell of a lady.
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Miyagi is the name of a field which is famous for the Hagi
or Lespedeza, a small and pretty shrub, which blooms in
the Autumn, In poetry it is associated with deer, and a
male and female deer are often compared to a lover and
his love, and their young to their children
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