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Grammaticalization of the demonstrative THAT and its unidirectionality

YAN Shang-Yuan
(School of English Studies, Tianjin Foreign Studies University, Tianjin 300204, China)

Abstract: This paper uses the grammaticalization theory in cognitive linguistics to study the pathways and the
unidirectionality of the grammaticalization of THAT. It is to study the relationship between linguistic forms and human’s
cognition from the diachronic point of view. From the study, we can see that the demonstrative THAT is not derived from
lexical items and it should be ranked among the basic vocabularies as the lexical words to be further grammaticalized into
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more grammatical words.
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(1) pa com pcer gan in to me heofoncund
Wisdon &

then came there going in to me heavenly
Wisdom and

pet min murnede mod miid his wordum
gegrette.[zol

that my sad spirit with his words greeted.

(“Then heavenly Wisdom came to me there and
greeted my sad spirit with his words.”)
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(2) se heora cyning onga 0a singan. [20]

that their king began then to sing.
(“He(that one), their king, then began to sing.”)
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(3) An old man shows us a picture of the ancient

Rome. That picture is kept for over one thousand
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years.
FEBIB)H , TR PR E T that FiFEAEF BT
1r] a picture of the ancient Rome., i 1E =K JE,
that FIFE AT HRTEEANTY R, ATHSPRET I I
AR 2 AT

Rome:

4 an old man & the ancient

(4) An old man shows us a picture of the ancient
Rome. That man likes collecting significant pictures.

(5) An old man shows us a picture of the ancient
Rome. The pictures of that time are very valuable.
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(6) pet gefremede Diulius hiore consul, pat
pat

DEM arranged Diulius their consul, COMP
DEM

angin weard tidlice purhtogen.
beginning was in-time achieved.

“Their consul Diulius arranged(it)that it was
started on time.”

(7) ---pohte gif he hi ealle ofsloge, pat se an ne

---thought if he them all slew-Subject, that that

one not

@tburste pe he sohte.

escape-Subject that he sought.

“.--thought that if he slew them all, the one he
sought would not escape.”

(8) He thought that the one he sought would not

escape if he slew them all. 2
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(9) Da on morgenne gehierdun pat pas
cyninges

when/then in morning heard-PL DEM DEM:
GEN king’s

pegnas pe him beaftan warun pat se cyning
ofskegen

thanes who him behind were COMP the king
slain

waes pa ridon hie pider. >

was then rode they thither.

“When in the morning the king’s thanes who had
been left behind heard that he had been killed, then
they rode up there.”
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(10) (a) He says that: he will come.

(b) He says that he will come. 2
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(11) How would you like a trip in that car?

SR, AR B E T o E el A, 1T
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(12) How would you like a trip in the car?
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(13) He said that he would come.
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