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Theoretical foundations of compulsory measures against
people with mental disorders

MENG Yong-heng*
(Graduate School, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: Traditionally in west, the theoretical foundations concerned are Pater Patriac power theory and police power
theory. In modern, three other theories are often mentioned: social control, social defense and social welfare. There many
factors which influence the development of theories, the level of productive forces is the determinant and the most
important condition of China. During last decades, the productive force of China has got very great development, the
condition of China changed greatly. But the theory and practice in mental disorder field are lagging behind. The
advancement and rationality of theory and institution are not abstract; they are not determined by main trends or practice
of most countries, but by the condition at that time, so does the standard of theory adoption. Through historical study and
comparative analysis, the conclusion is that social control theory is more suitable for the Chinese condition.
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