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The construction of cutural schema during translation: The Peach Colony as a case in point

XU Lei, SONG Chang
(College of Foreign Languages, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)
Abstract: The positive significance of cultural schema receives increasing attention during translation process, which is
widely known as a cross-language, cross-cultural activity. This thesis intends to give insights to translator on how to
bridge cultural conflicts, fill cultural gap and predict cultural schema in Lin Yutang’s The Peach Colony English version.
Furthermore, some practical techniques for translators in multi-cultural context are presented.
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MERNERERE. tOBPHNESYES B
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Bl 1: BSEAt ; DAAEN , TRRE

They were thus completely cut off from the
world, and asked what was the ruling dynasty now.
They had not even heard of the Han Dynasty (two
centuries before to two centuries after Christ) , not to
speak of the Wei (third century A.D.) and the_Chin
(third and fourth cneturies).”**® (#ki%)

They had lost all contact with the outside world.

They asked what the present ruling dynasty was, for
they had never heard of the Han, let alone the Wei and
the Chin. 3 (James Hightower i¥)

Bl 2 NHPEABLA , BEKEH,. B= : £t
WRENE , REFEARLEER  FEHE ;

The villagers hearing of his coming all came to
see him and to talk. Thay said that their ancestors had
come here as refugees to escape from the tyranny

of Tsin Shih-huang [builder of great wall] some six
t [5]33

hundred years ago, and
(FRiZF)

When the other villagers heard about the

they had never left i

fisherman’s arrival they all came to pay him a visit.
They told him that their ancestors had fled the
disorders of Ch’in times and ,having taken refuge here
with wives and chldren and neighbors, had never

ventured out again ; 1°* (James Hightower i¥)
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Bl 3 : BOR1T |, THZITIT, BaEBETEA , Bk
ERFEHEL  hEEN FEHX  BREY,

After having gone a certain distance ,he suddenly

came upon a peach grove which extended along the
bank for about a hundred yards.**}(#i%)
BER—NHFHRAMBEEN FEHE FRE
S ITAE | ARIEEEIMA /Y |, KEEXZX
LB X 22 R 1T E Ho
Bl 4 : FFFEZE , M RHEE. HEPERME,
BLakE , BN,

Farmers were working and dogs and chickens

were running about. The dresses of the men and
women were like those of the outside world.P¥*® (#k
¥)
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Bl 5: MRIX , TBA, ETHTET , AT
;8

At first the opening was very narrow, barely wide
enough fo one fperson to go in.After a dozen steps, it
opened into a flood of light.®1*® (#ki%)
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51 6 : The old man and children appeared very
happy and contented.®3(FkiF)

Old man
happy.[®*3(James Hightower i¥)
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and boys were carefree and

RIS R XX | NBFIEIRE T B XX = £ R
MREFWR,
Bl 7 : BiEMTEM. RERES
he suddenly came upon a peach grove which
extended along the bank for about a
hundred yards. P (#k1%)
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BRUARAN—F |, RRUARI—F, HTEIR
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Bl 8: BEATH , REABENL , 5217,
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During the reign of Taiyuan of Chin, there was a
fisherman of Wuling. One day he was walking along a
bank. After having gone a certain distance, he
suddenly came upon a peach grove which extended
along the ban for about a hundred yards. He noticed
with surprise that the grove had a magic effect, so
singularly free from the usual mingling of brushwood,
while the beautifully grassy ground was covered with
its rose petals. PPY(#KiF)

During the reign period T’ai-yuan(376-396) of
the Chin dynasty, a man of Wu-ling who piled the
fiseher’s trade , losing all count of distance as he made
his way along a certain brook, suddenly came on a
grove of peach — trees in blossom which fringed the
shore some hundred paces, no other trees interpersed,
where on scented grasses gresh and pleasing to the eye
lay fallen blossoms in gay profusion ,at sight of which
the fisherman was much amazed.™(John Turneri¥)
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