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“Over education” phenomenon in China and its countermeasures

ZHOU Jing, FU Shao-hui
(Humanities and Social Science College, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)

Abstract: “Over education” phenomenon has been extensively studied recently. Viewed from the aspect of enrolment,
regional distribution and educational model, China's “over-education” is characterized by long-term feature, locality and
structural feature. The main causes for “over education” phenomenon lie in: the supply of graduates exceeds the limited
demand; education mode of colleges and universities deprives students of employability; the occupational screening
standard emphasizing on educational history has fostered education unemployment. This paper then proposes some
countermeasures to “over education”: to stress importance of vocational education as well as higher education; to set up
majors guided by the market demand; to establish long-term stable supply of talents.
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