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Modes of romantic story between person and ghosts in Tang novels
HAN Yu

( Zhejiang Police Vocational Academy, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: In accordance with characteristics of how stories are plotted, love stories in Tang Dynasty between people and
ghosts could be classified into four categories: ghost marriage, taboo love, revival of dead girls due to power of love, and
lovers meeting by chance. Novels of ghost marriage are closely connected to customs of ghost marriage, mostly taking
place between human male and ghost female; Taboo—punishment is the typical patter of taboo love in which the male
either become sick or die violently, with little emphasis on emotions; Stories of revival of dead girls are told to display that
love is so powerful that even the dead can become alive again, which leave a deep impression on readers; Stories of lovers
meeting by chance place more importance on the description and praise of the love between men and women, which
signify fantasies the literate have for love. Love stories between people and ghosts in Tang Dynasty not only enrich themes
of classic novels but have profound impact on later similar stories because of their descriptions of personalities and
patterns of the plot.

Key words: love between people and ghosts; story pattern; ghost marriage pattern; taboo love pattern; pattern of revival
of dead girls due to power of love; pattern of lovers meeting by chance ; Tang Dynasty
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