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Translations of cun: From the perspective of theory of information equivalence

MEI Yong-gui
(English Department, Guangdong Xin’ an Polytechnic, Shenzhen 518052, China)
Abstract: Cun is a word with special Chinese characteristics, and cheng zhong cun is a result of the process of
urbanization. However, the translations of cun and cheng zhong cun differ greatly. Based on explanations of authoritative
dictionaries and encyclopedias, this article discusses translations of cun with the theory of information equivalence,

pointing out that the closest equivalent for the Chinese word cun is village, and the closest equivalent for the Chinese word
cheng zhong cun is not village, estate or settlement but urban farmer community.
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1. village estate settlement *“ ”

“ 7 village(s) in city;
village inside (a) city; villages within urban; urban
village(s); city village(s); the village(s) in the city;
village(s)-in-city; downtown village; villages; Cheng
Zhong Villages; non-agricultural villages; village
within city/cities; village-in-the-city; village in town;
Village-Amid-City; villages in cities
village city

village
house-renting settlements 1**!
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urban
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(4] urban village
West Village
Saifi Village
Hampstead Village
West Village

(Greenwich Village)

Saifi
Village

Hampstead Village
urban village

West Village Saifi Village Hampstead Village
Greenwich Village [13]

2. urban farmer community — “ 7

peasant village
farmer community

[13]
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