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Psychological mechanisms of humor in crosstalk: From the view of relevance theory

ZENG Rong, XIONG Yong-hong
(College of Foreign Languages, Hunan Agriculture University, Changsha 410128, China)

Abstract: Relevance theory provides a general guidance for human communication, and its views on discourse
comprehension also applies to the understanding of humor in crosstalk. This paper analyzes humor in crosstalk in light of
such key notions as cognitive context, contextual effects, maximal relevance and optimal relevance in the framework of
relevance theory. The author holds that humorous utterances used in crosstalk are utterances of a special kind of optimal
relevance, and that the interpretation of them features not only a progressive process with different contextual effects but
also a conversion from maximal relevance to optimal relevance.
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