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Local government’s executive action of animal culling in epidemic prevention and control

ZHENG Peng-shu
(Yuhuan College, Zhejiang Radio and Television University, Yuhuan 317600, China)

Abstract: When any animal epidemic occurs, the Chinese Government would order to cull the livestock around that
might be infected. It is a justified executive action; however, any inappropriate exercise of such authority would damage
the legitimate rights and interests of the private parties that are subject thereto. Usually, such an order is mandatory,
effective immediately; and the culls are more than necessary. The lack of awareness in the local government to protect
private property and comply with statutory practice, and the low compensation standard set forth in local legislation result
in many problems: among others, incompliance with statutory procedures, dreadful compensation, and absurd practice.
Therefore, awareness training and better legislation could be the solution. More, the private parties subject to the
government’s executive action should be encouraged to seek remedy for the culls by way of administrative reconsideration
and administrative proceedings.
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