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Sense of humor and discrepancy between essays of Qian Zhongshu and Lin Yutang

ZHENG Yu-rong
(College of Arts, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541004, China)

Abstract: Both Qian Zhongshu and Lin Yutang promoted humorous style of assays in the 1930s and 1940s though their
styles are quite different. Qian was proned to the “truth”, which won the prose narratives of the west and if full of scholar
type of thinking and arguing; However Lin favored to the “feelings” which means sentiment, and he inherited the spirit of
classical prose, just liked that hulking fellow in histories, which has the same strain of origin with Xingling school of
literature rooted in the late Ming dynasty. The different styles, no matter that learning west resource or inheriting
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traditional experience, have enriched the aesthetic connotation of modern assays and aroused a new aesthetic system.

Keywords: essays; the sense of humor; the discrepancy between texts; Qian Zhongshu; Lin Yutang
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