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Path of optimizing China's rural land property rights system reform: More discussion
on the system of nation and farmers' dual property rights
DOU Xiang-ming
(Social Development Department, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract: The farmland system has always been the key to rural reform, its righteousness lies in property rights. The
defects of China's existing farmland property right system mainly are absence of land ownership subject, instability of
land use right, limit of land usufruct, incompetence of land disposition and etc. In line with desalting directly or indirectly
the collective ownership of land, give farmers more ever-growing right or property rights having ownership's
characteristics, academic circles formed three main points of view: 1) to cancel farmland collective ownership and
implement privatization;2) to practice nationalization instead of collective ownership;3) to keep collective ownership of
land and improve it as well. However, analysis shows that none of the three views mentioned above can be carried out
because all of them exists obstacles. Considering the fact that China's socialist public ownership of the means of
production and private property rights have powerful incentive effect on agricultural industry, the author suggests to
implement nation and farmers' dual property rights system in which the nation enjoys the ownership of farmland
ultimately but farmers enjoy the use right of farmland permanently so as to reduce the cost of system reform.
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