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Study of word Cause from the perspective of semantic prosody
in Marine Engineering English Corpus
LIU Ying-pin
(College of Foreign Languages, Dalian Nationalities University, Dalian 116600, China)

Abstract: Based on one-million-word Marine Engineering English Corpus and supported by language software, this
paper analyzes the word CAUSE and its colligation from the perspective of semantic prosody. The data and result shows
that CAUSE and its colligation have a strong negative semantic prosody in Marine Engineering English Corpus. The
existence of semantic prosody affects the application and choice of collocation words within a certain range. When
selecting the collocation words in the certain range, the words with similar semantic feature should be the first choice;
thus the explicit and full word function can be achieved and a more accurate language using can be realized. Therefore, in
Marine Engineering English teaching and learning, the awareness of semantic prosody as well as the increase proportion
of contextual factor should be the crucial way of Marine Engineering English word acquisition.
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1.could puncture the insulation and CAUSE a
breakdown when put in

2.have persisted long enough to CAUSE any
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damage. Because of

3. deposit , obstruct flow and CAUSE corrosion .
Requires treatment

4. are being used and can CAUSE corrosive
conditions which promote heavy

5. however , prolonged surging may CAUSE
damage to the blower ,

6. pulse . Either situation will CAUSE distortion
of the received signal

7.0ily stuff which can CAUSE fire will be
removed and

8.low, which will not CAUSE failure if the
corrosive some

9. acids in the fuel will CAUSE irregular marks
in the form

10. of high temperature will also CAUSE local
overheating and oxide scaling

(2)Z5H%E . V+N+to-V

11. of 27E will close and CAUSE circuit breaker
52N to trip

12. But excessive heat will CAUSE damage to
the engine.

13. fuel injection pump valve and CAUSING it
to leak .1t is

14. characteristic in that it will CAUSE the
circuit breaker to trip

15. starting circuit and this will CAUSE the
Diesel engine to crank

16. increase the danger, by CAUSING the fire to
spread if

17. rise to excessive water-logging or CAUSE
the traps to blow steam

18. jammed between the faces and CAUSE them
to leak when the

19. fit in the grooves and CAUSING them to
vibrate . When

20. the ground surfaces and eventually CAUSING
them to leak by a

(3)2KBE4E: Art. + N B N +Prep + N

21. is easy to determine the CAUSE , since if the

noise

22. air will probably be the CAUSE . In such
cases,

23. noise when this is the CAUSE. Should the
knock occur

24.occur at sea and the CAUSE cannot be
diagnosed at one

25. But the real underlying common CAUSE is a
slight general weakness

26. air , the most likely CAUSE of an engine
failing to

27. cases in every ten the CAUSE of an engine
failing to

28. stopped. To ascertain the CAUSE of
irregularities quickly and correctly

29. gudgeon-pin bushes are the essential CAUSE
of explosions in trunk engines

30. the seat is a contributory CAUSE of exhaust
valves leaking.
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