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Effects of task-induced involvement on L2 incidental vocabulary acquisition through reading

SUN Hua-chun

(School of Foreign Languages, Huaiyin Normal University, Huai'an Jiangsu 223300, China)

Abstract: Building on the framework of the Involvement Load Hypothesis proposed by Laufer& Hulstijn (2001) and
with application of qualitative and quantitative statistical analysis, the experimental study aims to examine whether
acquisition and retention of vocabulary acquired incidentally is contingent upon the amount of task-induced involvement
load. The results showed that learners could acquire the lexical knowledge in incidental learning. Tasks with the same
amount of involvement load did not produce similar lexical learning effect. The factor of time-on-task is proved to have
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effective effect on incidental vocabulary acquisition which may partially weaken the effect of the task Involvement

Key words: Involvement Load Hypothesis; reading task; incidental vocabulary acquisition; time-on-task
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