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Heidegger’s view of language nature
ZHU Wei-ping
(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The traditional view of language implies objectified thought due to the nature of modern technology. In his
critique upon this kind of technology, Heidegger proposes his view of language, i.e. “language is the house of being,” an
utterance of the silent. Language refers to itself, exposing the world to the fourfold quietude of heaven, earth, god and
man. The means of utterance is poetry and reflection. In the music and dance of the two, we seem to be able to transcend
the omnipresent control of technology. However, this is a Heideggerian aesthetic hope out of desperation. Only Marxist
dialectics has the ultimate force of critique on the nature of modern technology.
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