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Behavior of farmers’ using merchandise organic fertilizer as the substitution of
chemical fertilizer: Based on the survey data of 228 households in Nantong city,
Jiangsu province
YANG Yong-bing, HU Hao, WANG Yi-wen

(College of Economics and Management, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: According to the survey data in Nantong, this article researched farmers’ cognition of merchandise organic
fertilizer, their fertilizer use behaviors and influencing factors. The result showed that the substitution of chemical
fertilizer by merchandise organic fertilizer had a good economic benefit and could reduce the use of chemical fertilizer,
which could relieve the pressure of agricultural non-point pollution caused by chemical fertilizer. The empirical analysis
also showed that a positive correlation was found between the farmer’ choice behavior and the cognition of fertilizer and
some factors, such as the channel getting information and production scale; A negative correlation was founded between
the farmer’s choice behavior and the age of householder; The proportion of agricultural incomes to total household
incomes seemed to be not notable influencing factors.
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