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Wax-faced tea in Tang and Song dynasties
ZHOU Jian-gang
(Institute of Philosophy, Hunan Academy of Social Sciences, Changsha 410003, China)

Abstract: Wax-faced tea was a precious tea in Tang and Song dynasties. It was named after its production process which
made the cake tea smooth as waxes by adding perfume. The production of wax-faced tea started from Tang dynasty, the
first recorded wax-faced tea was Yonghu tea in Hunan province. From mid-late South-Tang dynasty to Song dynasty,
Jianzhou tea in Fujian province was taken as the main raw material for the production of wax-faced tea and reached its
pinnacle in North-Song dynasty. Wax-faced tea was mainly tribute to royal family, then bestowed to ministers by emperor
himself, sometimes gifted to neighbor countries. In any circumstance it was rarely seen by ordinary people. According to
historical records, wax-faced tea was used for medicine and incense as well as drinks. From late Tang dynasty to Yuan
dynasty, poetry always took wax-faced tea as themes, which reflects its extensive social influence.
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