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Representing difficulties and rhetorical strategies of the evolutionary theory:
Textual metaphor in Kingsley’s The Water-Babies
L1 Jing
(College of Foreign Languages, Shanghai Maritime University, Shanghai 201306, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of narratology, Darwin's masterwork The Origin of Species is accompanied by
representing difficulties and narrative crisis, which is mainly reflected in the contradiction it has against the usual
cognitive paradigm. On the basis of previous studies, combined with the textual cloze reading, this article attempts to
explain verbal difficulties of the evolution theory told as a story, and takes this as the starting point to interpret the attempt
of Darwin and his followers’ usage of rhetorical strategies to undermine this dilemma. At the same time, this article tries
to explain that the insurmountable obstacles in the language of evolutionary theory will inevitably lead to its parody and
appropriation in the context of intertextuality.
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