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Abstract: China's accession to the WTO in 2001 and the officially launch of the construction of China-ASEAN Free
Trade Area in 2002 lead to the rapid growth as well as the market structure and product structure change of China-
ASEAN agricultural products trade. As the growth of agricultural products of China's imports from ASEAN is greater
than that of China's exports to ASEAN during 2001 to 2011, China has been in a deficit position in China- ASEAN
agricultural products trade, and the trade deficit has increasingly expanded. Based on the analysis of the Revealed
Comparative Advantage Index and Trade Complementarity Index, it was found that the agricultural products trade
between China and ASEAN is rapidly growing in the direction of reflecting the bilateral comparative advantage. However,
the comparative advantage of China's agricultural products is declining while that of ASEAN is rising slowly. At the same
time, the Trade Complementarity Index between China’s export and ASEAN’s import is low and declining while that
between China’s import and ASEAN’s export is still slowly rising, which would seriously affect the future growth
potential of China's export to ASEAN.
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