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Comments on the translation of tea culture in A Dream of Red Mansions:
Based on the contrast of two English versions from the perspective of Skopos theory
ZHOU Wei
(Department of Foreign Languages, Hengyang Normal University, Hengyang 421008, China)

Abstract: Comparing the translation of tea names, tea sets and tea water from the perspective of Skopos theory, this
paper found that two English translators of A Dream of Red Mansions, Yang Xianyi and David Hawkes, translated these
words of tea culture differently because of their different cultural backgrounds and understanding. The aim of their
translation was to make the target readers understand the original connotations, and their translations bear their own
advantages.

Key words: A Dream of Red Mansions; word translation of tea culture; tea names; tea sets; tea water; effect of

\Vol.14 No.2
Apr. 2013

translation ; Skopos theory

SR S RIS S GIEN .4 | R AR 5 )
R I S0 B R O L 2 T IR B SE e A . B SE
T, () iRz ik 260 Z4b, A
A EIRF) 10 4b . WK ZEHIERRMLA 10 24k,
DI T A A5 S A, CLTREAE ) 345 T 4 Aot 3
FIZEE, MAOKBEE W TR RS,

1 v oty S N R 2 A, (ks ) 2
FIFLAREE I 5L, ZEAR KRR b J2 TR sSc AR 1
W) R PR S AR, AR %
SEEASHIE SEITIRAS . BIOIR B T T AL AR R i
SRS, AR AR A TR . I H RISk S
PESCHY BRI SOT, T AT IR B Bl

YrFs HER: 2013-03-27

EEWB . MHITE2ABE T R R4 H (kyt1109A)

&R JEYE(1980—), 2, WIRWIBHA, PHf, A
+o WM BEELS S Sk,

e, EAFHIEHTIEOC, FEEIIREIR BRI
Hr- B KIRU , AR RIS SRS A H BT,
R AR BIANT TR IESCH B2 BRI
PERY BRI H B s AT #A T
H T BARRRY H AR D , B 45 SR ik, B2
WIS B 58 BBV THE - VP SR GE IR 1 ey 7 I 5C
ARRERE - DDA S H A B e . 28T (40
A ) WES BRI, EHWMNHIEIMA, Wi
HP B IR . ARERZK AL SIS B AT
P PEARIEAT A, DABUHI AL R SO T S 3%
FHAEALTA AT il DY 2 I i SR BBUAYY TR 136 S e B L T ik
HUNA R BIERCR .

—. FAMEF

CLrtess) B R R B —F R4 “ T4
—R":



514 B 2 ) J&

gt (LLRERR ) 28 SCAbiali B BIF R 87

SRR A AL AR, XALIE R ) BT
ZEERE, wEse Fa—gp, B

Wi%E#5 1% 3C: “This tea grows in the Grotto of
Emanating Fragrance on the Mountain of Expanding
Spring ,”Disenchantment told him. “Infused with the
night dew from fairy flowers and spiritual leaves, its
name is Thousand Red Flowers in One Cavern” 1%

FETLiF L. “The leaves are picked in the
Paradise of the Full-blown Flower on the Mountain of
Spring Awakening *Disenchantment informed him. ‘It
is infused in water collected from the dew that lies on
fairy flowers and leaves. The name is “Maiden’s
Tears”.” P!
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¥i5E453% 3. By this time Baochai and Daiyu
had finished too and all of them drank some strong tea,
after which Aunt Xue felt easier in her mind. [

FE Ik . After that, when Bao-chai and
Dai-yu had finished eating, he drank several cups of
very strong tea. At this point Aunt Xue felt sure that
he would be all right. 18
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384515 3C: At this point Qianxue brought in
tea and Baoyu said, “Do have some tea, Cousin Lin.”

The maids burst out giggling, “She’s gone long
ago. Yet you offer her tea.”

After drinking half a cup himself he remembered
something else and asked Qianxue, “Why did you
bring me this tea? This morning we brewed some
maple-dew tea, and | told you its flavor doesn’t really
come out until after three or four steepings.”

“l did save that other tea,” she replied, “But
Nanny Li insisted on trying it and she drank it all.”

This was too much for Baoyu. He dashed the cup
to pieces on the floor, spattering the maid’s skirt with
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tea. Then springing to his feet he stormed:

“Is she your grandmother, that all of you treat her
so respectfully? Just because she suckled me for a
few days when | was small, she carries on as if she
were more important than own ancestors. | don’t need
a wet-nurse any more, why should | keep an
ancestress like this? Send her packing and we’ll all
have some peace and quiet.” 417017

e WA SC: Snowpink came in carrying some
tea on a tray. Bao-yu invited Dai-yu to have some, to
the great merriment of the maids, who pointed out that
she had slipped away some minutes before.

After drinking about half a cupful, Bao-yu
suddenly thought of the tea he had drunk early that
morning.

‘When you made that Fung Loo this morning, ’
he said to Snowpink, ‘I remember telling you that
with that particular brand the full flavor doesn’t come
out until after three or four watering. Why have you
given me this other stuff? This would have been just
the time to have the Fung Loo.’

‘I was keeping it for you, said Snowpink, but
Nannie Li came and drank it all.”

With a lick of the wrist Bao-yu hurled the cup he
was holding onto the floor, where it smashed noisily,
breaking into innumerable pieces and showering
Snowpink’s skirt with hot tea. He jumped angrily to
his feet.

‘Is she your mistress that you should all treat her
with such reverence? Merely because | drank her milk
for a few days when | was a baby she is as spoiled and
pampered as though she were some sort of divinity.
Let’s get rid of the old woman now and have done
with it. * 18
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¥ %2530 With a faint smile Daiyu told
Zijuan, “Brew a cup of my Longjing tea for the second
master,” (411783

2 e T3 . Afaint smile crossed Dai-yu’s face.

“Nightingale, would you make Master Bao a cup
of Dragon Well tea?” 197
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¥ % 25 F3C : Baoyu promptly agreed, “----+- But
today after eating noodles | was afraid of getting
indigestion; that is why I’ve stayed up a bit.”

Mrs Lin advised Xiren and Qingwen to brew him
some puer tea.

We have made him nuer tea and he has drank two
1[4]1327-1328

BEylri¥C.  *------The reason I’ve stayed up
today is because I’ve had such a lot of noodles to eat. |
was afraid that if | went to bed now I’'d get
indigestion. ’

Lin Zhi-xiao’s wife transferred her smiling
attention to Aroma.

“You want to give him some good, strong Pu-er
tea to drink. ’

Aroma and Skybright answered her together.

‘We made him a big pot of herbal tea-wutong-
tips. He ’s already had two cupfuls of it. ==+ r[51669
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W358 4515 3C : On the left-hand table were a tripod,
spoons, chopsticks and an incense container; on the
right one, a slender-waisted porcelain vase from the
Ruzhou Kiln containing flowers then in season, as
well as tea-bowls and a spittoon. Below the kang
facing the west wall were four armchairs, their covers
of bright red dotted with pink flowers, and with four
footstools beneath them. On either side were two
tables set out with teacups and vases of flowers. The
rest of the room need not be described in detail------ .
The maids in attendance served tea, and as she sipped
it she studied them, observing that their make-up,
clothes and deportment were quite different from
those in other families.

The meal was eaten in silence. And immediately

after, tea was brought in on small trays. [1%6-%°

BT On the left-hand one was a small,
square, four -legged ding, together with a bronze ladle,
metal chopsticks, and an incense container. On the
right-hand one was a narrow-waisted Ru-ware
imitation gu with a spray of freshly cut flowers in it.
In the part of the room below the kang there was a
row of four big chairs against the east wall. All had
footstools in front of them and chair-backs and
seat-covers in old rose brocade sprigged with flowers.
There were also narrow side-tables on which tea
things and vases of flowers were arranged, besides
other furnishings which it would be superfluous to
enumerate-----+ .. The maids in charge of the apartment
served tea, and as she sipped it Dai-yu observed that
their clothing, makeup, and deportment were quite
different from those of the maids she had seen so far
in other parts of the mansion

------ When they had finished eating, a maid
served each diner with tea on a little tray. /272
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Wi 2% B teacups and vases of flowers; {1/NAS
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M8 451%3C . Miaoyu smiled disdainfully.

“Can you really be so vulgar as not even to tell
the difference? This is snow | gathered from
plum-blossom five years ago while staying in Curly
Fragrance Nunnery on Mount Xuanmu. | managed to
fill that whole dark blue porcelain pot, but it seemed
too precious to use so I’ve kept it buried in the earth
all these years, not opening it till this summer. Today
is only the second time I’ve used it. Surely you can
taste the difference? How could last year’s rain-water
be as light and pure as this?” 1%

B eriFSC . Adamantina looked scornful.

‘Oh! Can you really not tell the difference? | am
quite disappointed in you. This is melted snow that |
collected from the branches of winter-flowering
plum-trees five years ago, when | was living at the
Coiled Incense temple on Mt Xuan-mu. | managed to
fill the whole of that demon-green glaze water-jar with
it. For years | couldn’t bring myself to start it; then
this summer | opened it for the first time. Today is

only the second time | have ever used any. | am mod
surprised that you cannot tell the difference. When did
stored rain-water have such buoyant lightness? How
could one possibly use it for a tea like this?” P1#3+4%
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plum-trees, EEUZ A RIFAERIHEAEARK AR R
5K MAERARITIE, FaMiERCk Filctk
Ky, M HEZRRT KT . N H ISR R
& B ST SO R A 56 £ 1Y ST AREL,
ART H BB REE B, HBOCE SRR I3 S —Fh
AKX IE PRI K . AL R PRAEIE AR I L AR
A3 B Ta] , AL —AF A B A% 28 £ B last
year’s rain-water, &UEUERAFEMEIK, B2
FE v T B stored rain-water , 25 EURIE R T K
5FOCH — @ R2E0E, PRI KA — 2
FARR, WIFRASFREEEATEEAER . N H BB RY
MEMT, B%amriFSCEInE s TR, AR T
BRI IERR R

S 30WK:

[ 4E B, sKEZ. WHMIER (BE) B
SCIERHIR[I]. SC##AE (1), 2011(1): 101-103.

[2] Nord, Christinae. Translating as a Purposeful Activity
[M]. Shanghai:Shanghai Foreign Language Education
Press, 2001: 29.

[8] ®EF, & % aEM]. Kb, BEEAFL, 2004

[4] Yang Xianyi, CladysYang. A Dream of Red Mansions
[M]. Beijing: Foreign Language Press, 1994.

[5] Hawkes, David, John Minford. The Story of the Stone
[M]. London: Penguin Books Ltd. , 1973.

[6] W, BEMFEHIEARLEE ML Kib: EEBE,
2006: 48.

AR G LA



