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Practice and historical experience of Nan Gan Villagers’ Agreement of Wang Yang-ming:
Atypical case study of villagers’ agreement movement in the Ming and Qing dynasty

JIN Gen
(School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Nan Gan Villagers’ Agreement of Wang Yang-ming is the model of villagers’ agreement movement in the Ming
dynasty, and its villagers’ agreement organization highlights a high level of institutionalization in the four aspects:
adaptability specialization independence and cohesion. The legitimacy and authority of Nan Gan Villagers’ Agreement is
an important basis for success, and another important internal factor is which attains the political identity for Nan Gan
Villagers® Agreement through bringing villagers into the villagers’ agreement organization. The historical experience of
Nan Gan Villagers’ Agreement includes: establishing the public norms of social order through villagers’ agreement
organization; Villagers agreement is constituted on consensus, public opinion is the basis of the legitimacy and authority
of villagers’ agreement organization, and it also is the key to integrate the social order by villagers’ agreement; the
villagers’ agreement can organize villagers and develop villagers’ ability to participate the autonomy of villagers.
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